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" Well, I suppose you refused"
" Yes, I did refuse Tom Rayner to-day," Marie replied,
" but he begged me to reconsider my decision, and I'm
beginning to fear I may waver and succumb to the
temptation of the settled home that I should secure by
marrying him,"
" And be false to yourself and to your ideals ? What
about Olga and her career ? Are all your plans for her
future to be laid aside, ignored ? Come, come, Marie,
what's happening to you ? It's the effect of the goody-
goody, unnatural atmosphere of Cynthia's home. What
you want is a young ardent lover, one who'll appreciate
your talents and your artistic tastes and won't impinge
upon your plans for Olga* But, my dear, you as e Mrs.
Rayner'! The idea's ridiculous ! You and Tom have
no fundamentals in common upon which to base a
partnership supposed to be lifelong/'
Marie flushed guiltily. " I'm ashamed of myself for
being such a fool as to think of Rayner as a husband.
I don't know what made me contemplate the idea for
a second."
" Too much continence is as bad for a woman as it
is for a man," said Esmee. ** If I were you, I'd go back
to the stage now that you know how to take care of
yourself. It was all very well for you to work with
Cynthia while Olga was so young that you couldn't be
parted from her. When I got Cynthia to help you,
however, I never contemplated that you were going to
stay with her for good. She'll turn you into a missionary
hag if you remain with her much longer. You're already
getting a terribly earnest-Christian sort of expression."
" I don't see how I'm to alter as long as I'm living
with Cynthia."
" Get away from her then, as soon as you jolly well can.
Buy a set of cosmetics, they're a woman's best friend
when used judiciously. I thought you possessed too much
sense to ignore God's blessings to the sophisticated."